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The Workshop on the Safeguarding and Revitalization of
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Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Face of Disasters, co-
organized by CRIHAP and the UNESCO Jakarta Office, was
held in Yogyakarta, Indonesia from April 27 to 30, 2026. This
marks the second collaboration between CRIHAP and the
UNESCO Jakarta Office, following the previous the Training
of Trainers Capacity Building Workshop in Jakarta in 2025.
The workshop aims to enhance the capacity of Indonesia
and the region in ICH safeguarding against disasters, and
promote the integration of disaster risk reduction and ICH
safeguarding.

Chiba Moe, Head of Unit and Programme Specialist for
Culture, UNESCO Jakarta Office, and Raden Usman Effendi,
Directorate General of Cultural Diplomacy, Promotion, and
Cooperation, Ministry of Culture, Republic of Indonesia,
attended the opening ceremony. Nearly 40 participants from

relevant government departments, social organizations,
community groups and academic institutions of Indonesia took
part in the workshop. Agni Malagina, an Indonesian expert on
ICH, served as the lead trainer, with four local experts with
rich experience in disaster response joining as instructors.

During the workshop, all participants mapped out the "Living
ICH Map", conducted in-depth discussions on the role of
ICH in disaster risk reduction, as well as the opportunities
and challenges in applying ICH safeguarding to disaster risk
reduction. Focusing on the cases of the Aceh earthquake
and tsunami and disaster risk reduction at heritage sites
in Yogyakarta, participants held group discussions on
emergency response, disaster preparedness, community
recovery, livelihood revitalization and disaster risk reduction,
and developed relevant proposals and plans.
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On April 1, 2026, the 15th Session of the Governing Board
of CRIHAP was held in Beijing. More than 50 participants,
including Chinese and foreign members of the GB, Advisory
Committee members and observers, attended the meeting.
The GB examined and approved CRIHAP's 2025 Work Report,
2026 Work Plan, as well as the Outline and Formulation Plan for
its Mid-Term Development Plan.

GB members highly commended CRIHAP’'s work in 2025 and
its 2026 plan, noting that the Centre’s efforts are fully aligned
with UNESCO's strategic priorities and key focus areas for ICH
safeguarding. They recognized CRIHAP's vital role in enhancing
capacity-building for ICH safeguarding across the Asia-Pacific

region. Members also offered constructive suggestions on
expanding training themes, evaluating training outcomes, and
defining strategic priorities for future work.

Under the 2026 Work Plan approved at the session, CRIHAP will
organize 10 to 12 international training workshops throughout
the year. It will also enhance content development for its Online
ICH Classroom, strengthen research on international ICH
safeguarding, conduct a dedicated evaluation of the outcomes
of its three-year training programme in Mongolia, and advance
the formulation of its Mid-Term Development Plan.

Since its establishment in 2012, CRIHAP has organized 97
international ICH training workshops, benefiting nearly 4,000
participants from 44 countries and regions in the Asia-Pacific.
In December 2025, the Government of the People’'s Republic
of China and UNESCO signed an agreement to renew
CRIHAP’s status as a UNESCO Category 2 Centre for an
eight-year term.
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On March 31, 2026, the 11th Session of the Advisory
Committee of CRIHAP took place in Beijing. The meeting was
chaired by Ms. Zhang Min, Chairperson of the Committee.

The Advisory Committee expressed its appreciation for
CRIHAP's successful renewal, its work in 2025, and the 2026
work plan. It also held in-depth discussions and provided
advice and recommendations on the Outline and Formulation
Plan for CRIHAP's Mid-Term Development Plan (2027-2031), as
well as on ways to further enhance its work, conduct effective
outcome evaluations, and implement meaningful follow-up
actions in the future.
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Composed of Chinese and international experts in the field of

ICH safeguarding, the Advisory Committee functions to provide
intellectual support for the operation and overall development of
CRIHAP.
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Mr. Gernot Maximilian Piepmeyer, Secretary-General of the
Namibian National Commission for UNESCO, visited CRIHAP
on March 24,
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Mr. Zhang Jing, Director-General of CRIHAP,
briefed Mr. Piepmeyer on CRIHAP's main
functions. Mr. Piepmeyer expressed
his desire to leverage China's valuable
experience in the digital safeguarding of
ICH, strategic planning, and the use of ICH
for community livelihoods, particularly within
Namibia's multicultural context. Both sides
agreed to strengthen communication and
exchanges, fully utilize CRIHAP's role as an
international platform, and further promote
exchanges and cooperation in the field of
ICH between China and Africa.
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May - Workshop on Empowering Indigenous Youth and communities for Living Heritage preservation in Bangladesh

(Session 2)
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ICHCAP, in cooperation with the Korea Heritage Service, the Embassy of Kazakhstan in Korea, and the Secretariat of the Korea—
Central Asia Cooperation Forum, held a Korea—Central Asia cultural heritage cooperation meeting and a book launch ceremony for
Nowruz Traditions Along the Silk Roads on Wednesday, 18 March 2026, at the seminar room of the Korea Foundation (KF) Seoul
Office. The event was organized to commemorate the joint publication of Nowruz Traditions Along the Silk Roads, a book on the
Silk Roads’ shared intangible cultural heritage of Nowruz published late last year, and to strengthen cultural heritage cooperation
between Korea and five Central Asian countries.
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On 18 December 2025, ICHCAP signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the International Turkic Culture and Heritage
Foundation to promote the safeguarding and enhance the visibility of intangible cultural heritage along the Silk Roads and to enhance
intercultural dialogue. Under the MOU, the two organizations will cooperate in a wide range of areas, including: joint academic
research on Silkk Roads-related ICH; education and human exchange programmes to strengthen capacities for safeguarding and
transmission of ICH; public awareness-raising and promotional activities such as international conferences, symposia, exhibitions,
performances, and festivals; the establishment of a professional network of institutions specializing in Silk Roads and Turkic cultural
heritage; and the joint publication of periodicals and other publications.
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IRCI published the second part of its report for the ‘Sustainable Research Data Collection for ICH Safeguarding: Focusing on Central
Asia and Small Island Developing States’ project in March 2026. This volume focuses on the collection of ICH research information
in Small Island Developing States (SIDS). Following the first part (published in March 2025), that covered the collection in Central
Asia. The report provides a summary of data collection activities in SIDS from FY 2022 to 2025 and includes final reports from
partner organizations in Fiji, Kiribati, Maldives, Papua New Guinea, Timor-Leste, and Vanuatu. Additionally, it features a regional
analysis of the ICH research in SIDS and an overall analysis of all information collected from this sub-region.
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On March 14 and 15, 2026, Plovdiv, Bulgaria, hosted the project “The Living Heritage of Traditional Crafts — Promotion and
Inclusion”. The two-day event was dedicated to traditional crafts as intangible cultural heritage. The project brought together
experienced master craftsmen, museum professionals, pupils, students, and the general public to demonstrate that crafts are not
only part of the past, but also a relevant, creative, and inspiring part of contemporary life. On March 14 in the city of Plovdiv, as part
of the project, a round table discussion titled “Traditional Crafts as Intangible Cultural Heritage” was held.
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China ICH News
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In March, the China Intangible Cultural Heritage Safeguarding Association initiated the 2026 "National Support Program for Young
Inheritors of Intangible Cultural Heritage". The programme aims to cultivate a group of young ICH inheritors with ideals, skills and a
strong sense of responsibility through a systematic and sustainable support mechanism, so as to contribute to rural revitalization and
the building of a strong cultural nation.
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In February, five departments including the Publicity Department of the Communist Party of China Central Committee, the Ministry
of Education, the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, and the China Federation of Literary and Art Circles jointly
issued the Three-Year Action Plan for Chinese Theater Revitalization (2026-2028), which clarifies its overall requirements, specific
measures, organizational guarantees and other contents.
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Around the Spring Festival in 2026, the "Happy Chinese New Year" ICH events hosted by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism were
held in many places around the world such as Belgrade, Brussels and Sydney, featuring distinctive Chinese ICH projects. China
Media Group and the Ministry of Culture and Tourism jointly launched the ICH Spring Festival Gala, which brought together inheritors
of ICH from all over the country. Various colorful ICH activities were also held across China, showcasing traditional crafts and folk
customs to create a strong festive atmosphere.
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Boreendo, Bhorindo: ancient dying folk musical instrument, its melodies, knowledge, and skills
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© Faraz Anmad / Culture Department, Sindh, 2023
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The boreendo, or bhorindo, is a traditional musical instrument that is deeply rooted in village life and nature amongst the Thari
community. It has a hollow, spherical shape with sound holes, and is made of clay that is sun dried and kiln fired. It is played by
men, while women are involved in decorating the instrument with clay paint. The boreendo produces sound when air is blown
into it, and its tone can be adjusted by tilting the mouthpiece. Its size affects its sound, and recent changes include extra holes to
widen its musical range. The boreendo is mainly played at winter bonfires, weddings and festivals. The related knowledge and skills
were traditionally passed down within certain families through hands-on learning, and some teaching now happens through village
schools, guest lectures, cultural festivals and online media. As both a musical and a symbolic instrument, the boreendo encourages
community participation and helps preserve local traditions and a connection to nature.

A 2025, Pakistan

A List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding
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Ayeneh-Kari, the art of mirror-work in Persian architecture
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Ayeneh-Kari, or mirror-work, refers to the handcrafted art of decorating architectural surfaces such as ceilings, walls, domes,
columns and panels using cut pieces of mirrors. The process entails cutting and shaping mirrors into geometric patterns or organic
shapes and gluing them onto the surfaces to create designs that reflect light and brighten the space. The art combines several skills,
from design, mirror cutting and plastering to painting and mosaic work. For practising communities, mirrors and water are symbols of
purity and illumination, and Ayeneh-Kari embodies the importance of light and enlightenment. The practice of Ayeneh-Kari is passed
down both informally through apprenticeships and workshops and formally through universities, non-governmental organizations and
training institutes. In most cases, Ayeneh-Kari is a career transmitted across several generations, taught by grandfathers, fathers and
uncles to descendants. Ayeneh-Kari masters occupy a highly respected social position, and the art is recognized simultaneously as
a luxurious and spiritual expression, ornamenting all kinds of traditional and contemporary spaces, from holy shrines and religious
sites to royal palaces and private residences. An inclusive art form, Ayeneh-Kari is practised across various groups and continues to
hold significance in both historical restoration and modern design.

A~ 2025, Iran (Islamic Republic of)

#  Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity
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“communities” and “groups”
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The terms “communities” and “groups” are two key words in the Convention. The Convention does not explicitly define the terms
‘communities” and “groups”, nor does it indicate whether or how to differentiate between “communities” and “groups”. For the
purposes of the implementation of the Convention, States Parties define communities according to various criteria, such as
administrative, geographical, occupational, religious or ethnolinguistic criteria. Some interpretations treat “groups” as networks
of people (such as practitioners, guardians or tradition bearers) within a community, or across communities who have special
knowledge of a specific element, or a special role in the transmission or enactment of ICH. But according to Articles 2.1 and 15 of
the Convention, the “communities, groups and individuals concerned” are those people who participate directly or indirectly in the
practice and/or transmission of an ICH element (or a set of elements) and/or who consider it to be part of their cultural heritage.

FERF. FKAEEHFCHARE N

Source . Www . unesco . org

LT, AT

e A=, FRR ¢ R

BRI AR BT SCAR IR S A 200, fRIFR KA 2905

YK ] 0 SCAL AR R H X AR S SRt [ B I o, TR Al

EHZRZ, Wf  EERT.

In this journal, under normal circumstances:

Intangible Cultural Heritage abbreviated as “ICH”;

The Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage abbreviated as “the Convention”;

The International Training Centre for Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Asia-Pacific Region under the auspices of UNESCO abbreviated as “CRIHAP”;
The Governing Board abbreviated as “the GB”.
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