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The Workshop on Empowering Indigenous Youth and
communities for Living Heritage preservation in Bangladesh
(Session 2), jointly organized by CRIHAP and the UNESCO
Dhaka Office, was held from 17 to 21 May at the BRAC
Learning Centre in Sreemangal, Bangladesh. A total of 15
indigenous youth from three communities in Sylhet Division—
Bishnupriya Manipuri, Meitei Manipuri, and the tea garden
worker communities—participated in a five-day systematic
and immersive training.

The workshop was facilitated by UNESCO facilitator Alexandra
Denes and national expert Rifat Muim. The curriculum was
guided by the principles of the Convention, systematically
covering key professional topics including Ethical Principles
for Safeguarding ICH, Free, Prior and Informed Consent,
inventorying standards, and audio-visual documentation
methods, with a strong emphasis on the central role
of "communities" in ICH safeguarding and inventorying
processes. Participants were divided into groups and
visited multiple villages, cultural centers, and tea estates in
Sreemangal and Kamalganj Upazila, conducting interviews
with community elders, ICH bearers, and practitioners.
Focusing on three representative ICH elements — Notpalar
Ela (music and performing arts tradition) of the Bishnupriya
Manipuri community, traditional Manipuri weaving techniques
of the Meitei Manipuri community, and Pati Chokha (traditional
mashed tea leaf food preparation technique) of the tea
garden worker community — participants completed on-
site interviews, material collection, and data organization,
successfully producing initial inventory entries for all three ICH
elements.

Sylhet Division is home to various indigenous groups and
possesses a rich and vibrant living heritage. Indigenous youth,
as both current bearers and future transmitters of ICH, are
a vital force in maintaining regional cultural roots, and this
training effectively guided them to actively engage in ICH
safeguarding and enhanced their comprehensive capabilities
in this field. CRIHAP had previously conducted ICH capacity-
building initiatives for indigenous youth from multiple
communities in Bangladesh, and will continue to empower
youth as key actors to promote the long-term transmission of
living heritage.
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From June 15 to 19, the Workshop on Safeguarding Intangible
Cultural Heritage for Gabon, co-organized by CRIHAP, Gabon's
Ministry of Youth, Sports, Cultural Outreach and the Arts,
responsible for Community Life, and the UNESCO Regional
Centre for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage in
Africa (CRESPIAF), was held in Libreville, Gabon.

Zhou Ping, Chinese Ambassador to Gabon, Paul Ulrich
Kessany, Minister of Youth, Sports, Cultural Outreach and the
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Arts, responsible for Community Life of Gabon, Zhang Jing,
Director-General of CRIHAP, and Patricio Zambrano Restrepo,
UNESCO Representative in Gabon, addressed the opening
ceremony. Professor Slimane Hachi, Director-General of
CRESPIAF, delivered video remarks. Director-General Zhang
Jing noted that the Gabon workshop coincides with the 100th
training session organized by CRIHAP since its establishment. It
is also CRIHAP's first specialized training workshop for a country
outside the Asia-Pacific region in line with UNESCO's Priority
Africa strategy. Taking place during the 2026 China-Africa Year
of People-to-People Exchanges, the training aims to foster
exchange, encourage mutual learning among civilizations, and
support the global effort in safeguarding ICH.

The workshop is co-facilitated by UNESCO facilitators Sidi
Traore and Angoué Claudine-Augée. Centered on the theme of
“‘Community-Based Inventorying,” the curriculum systematically
covers sessions including the core concepts of the Convention
for the Safeguarding of the ICH, the basics of inventorying,
community participation and ethical principles, field survey

methods and technical practice, field visits, and final reporting,
summary, and evaluation. Through a combination of theoretical
lectures, case studies, simulation exercises, and practical
fieldwork, participants systematically acquire core skills in the

identification, documentation, and inventorying of ICH.
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Jul. - The Capacity Building Workshop on Teaching and Learning with East Asian ICH (Session 3)

- Waorkshop on Documentation and Inventorying of Intangible Cultural Heritage for Sri Lanka (Session 3)

Aug.

- Capacity-Building Workshop on Safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage for Lao PDR (Session 3)
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The 11th session of the General Assembly of the States Parties to the Convention for the Safeguarding of the ICH was held at
UNESCO Headquarters in Paris from 17 to 18 June, bringing together representatives of 185 States Parties . The session reviewed
and adopted the reports of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the ICH and the Secretariat for the period from
January 2024 to December 2025, and the reform of the periodic reporting mechanism and related amendments to the Operational
Directives .The session also reviewd and approved the use plan for the ICH Fund for 2026-2027, the accreditation of new NGOs,
and the election of 12 new members of the Intergovernmental Committee .
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On 9 June, the 3rd meeting of the Bureau of the 21st session of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the ICH (21.
COM 3.BUR) was held at UNESCO Headquarters. The Bureau approved the allocation of approximately US$320,000 from the ICH
Fund to support three Preparatory Assistance requests, including the preparation of the nomination file for "Tatau Samoa (traditional
Samoan tattooing)," and three International Assistance requests, including the project for "Strengthening national capacities for
community-based inventorying and safeguarding of ICH" in the United Republic of Tanzania.
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The 14th annual coordination meeting of the C2Cs active in the field of ICH was held on 19 June at UNESCO Headquarters in
Paris . The meeting aimed to bring together C2Cs at a key moment in the transition to a single global submission system of periodic
reporting under the 2003 Convention, providing a platform for sharing information on approaches and modalities for supporting
capacity building for periodic reporting across regions, and to discuss future cooperation in the forthcoming reporting cycle .
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The Global reflection meeting on the periodic reporting mechanisms of the Convention was held online from 28 to 30 April. As a
milestone of the reflection year, the meeting took stock of lessons learned from the first regional reporting cycle, while laying the
groundwork for the cycles ahead in light of the move towards a single global submission system . Bringing together focal points for
periodic reporting and key technical stakeholders, the meeting served as a platform for refining revisions to the periodic reporting
forms .
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On 4 June, UNESCO held an online training session for the global facilitators network on the theme "Living heritage in situations
of conflict and displacement" . The purpose of the session was to update facilitators' knowledge on safeguarding ICH in situations
of conflict and displacement, and on related capacity-building approaches, as part of the 2026 Training programme for the Global
facilitators' network .
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At its 224th session (8-23 April)in April, UNESCO's Executive Board approved the establishment of the UNESCO-Sultan Haitham
Prize for ICH Safeguarding (Document 224 EX/8.1l), following a proposal by the Government of the Sultanate of Oman . The Prize
is awarded every two years and consists of a single award of US$150,000, granted to a laureate selected by an independent jury
of experts in the field of ICH . It aims to recognize the efforts of organizations in making effective and impactful contributions to the
safeguarding, transmission and promotion of ICH .
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In April, Organized by the Regional Centre for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage in South-Eastern Europe, in
cooperation with the Centre for Intangible Cultural Heritage of Serbia and the Ethnographic Museum, Museums as Intangible cultural
heritage Safeguarding Agents was successfully held in Belgrade as part of the Global Capacity-Building Programme, bringing
together museum professionals and heritage practitioners to explore the role of museums in safeguarding living heritage. In the same
month, the Regional Centre and Bulgarian Museums Association signed an official cooperation agreement. This partnership focuses
on joint initiatives to support the museum sector and exchange expertise in cultural heritage safeguarding.
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China ICH News

5BE6H, WA, BX, IR=E%E SRR EEM. (UREIRMESULERG) T 6 B 1 BENET,

SO 36 5%, B RIPAHE. BKE—. QEFB. FEARKE NIFESH, BEFABE_AEN "WATEY

EXACEFERRE, BXHAEEARE—EIFHEIEN— (FEOXHXEIRIPEESA), T 68 1 Bkl T,
FOMET “RIPEA-IFT-AR" £REFIERY, BRIENEAFMERP IR, SXEEDHATF (KENRE
BIBRSN) . CIRBEBREIRIPEREKREZEA) T 58 28 AFRRET, 8 B 1 HEEMEAT, MO B RLIDEE BB EI 89/
MENX, BIBEIALDETFNIG, FRMITEPERTRESREMEIIFEE

Between May and June 2026, three provincal or municipaljurisdictions—Shanxi Province, Wuhan City and Henan Province —
successively promulgated legislation on ICH safeguarding. The Regulations of Shanxi Province on ICH took effect on 1 June,
containing 36 articles in total. The Regulations affirm the working principles of protection first, rescue as priority, rational use, and
development through transmission, and designate the second week of June each year as Shanxi ICH Awareness Week. Wuhan
promulgated the Regulations of Wuhan Municipality on the Safeguarding and Transmission of Han Opera, the first piece of legislation
in the city dedicated to a single traditional opera genre, which took effect on 1 June 2026. The Regulations establish a full-chain
institutional framework covering safeguarding-transmission-innovation-development, mandate the implementation of a digital
safeguarding project for Han Opera, and require that relevant data be made available to the public, except where confidentiality is
required by law. The Regulations of Henan Province on the Safeguarding, Transmission and Development of Yu Opera was adopted
on 28 May and will take effect on 1 August. For the first time, it defines Yu Opera as a distinct traditional opera genre through
provincial legislation, establishes a categorical evaluation mechanism for Yu Opera practitioners, and stipulates that in professional
title assessment, priority shall be given to stage performance and creative ability.
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Sources. www .shanxi.gov.cn, www.whrd.gov.cn, www . henanrd.gov.cn
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During the 2026 "Cultural and Natural Heritage Day" period, numerous localities across China organized concentrated publicity,
exhibition and consumption-promotion activities related to ICH safeguarding, under the slogan "ICH, for a Better Life!l". Beijing
hosted the "ICH Life - National Trend Renewal" ICH Carnival, featuring 38 representative ICH elements from 16 districts of Beijing as
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well as Tianjin and Hebel, with a dedicated exhibition area on "Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei ICH Co-appreciation”. The Carnival launched an
"ICH Life Market", immersive pop-up performances, traditional-style parades and an original interactive play The Story of the Palace
Lantern. The Mianyang parallel session of the Chengdu International ICH Festival was held from 28 May to 6 June, featuring six major
thematic activities including an ICH exhibition, an ICH food fair, and thematic performances, with AR and VR technologies enabling
interactive experiences for visitors. Shanxi continued to deepen its "Follow ICH on a Journey" brand, developing ICH tourism routes,
implementing the "Shanxi ICH Quality Products" brand empowerment programme, and organizing Shanxi ICH Consumption Season,
with plans to host the China ICH Noodle Festival in 2026.
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Sources. www . people.com.cn, www . wlt.sc.gov.cn, www.wlt. shanxi.gov.cn
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Over the past two months, Chinese ICH performances and exhibitions took part in several international cultural exchanges. In June,
the Tea for Harmony - Yaji European promotion campaign, a global brand of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of the People's
Republic of China, was held successively in Madrid and Brussels. Shanghai Jiading district brought representative ICH elements
including Keemun black tea-making techniques, Jiading bamboo carving, Yaobanbu printing and dyeing, and Suzhou embroidery,
and hosted tea culture lectures and ICH interactive experiences at the China Cultural Centres in both cities. On 10 June, the Tea
for Harmony - Yuiji Paris event was held at the Jardin d'Acclimatation in Paris, featuring collective performances of Hengshan waist
drum, Shaanbei storytelling, Qin opera and Shaanbei folk songs, attracting approximately 12,000 French visitors. In mid-June,
the Bosom Friends - Dialogue 2026 Budapest Silk Road Civilisation Dialogue and China ICH Tourism and Creative Exhibition was
held in Hungary, featuring creative products combining elements such as ceramics, cloisonné, embroidery and black pottery, with
immersive interactive experiences including tea ceremonies and calligraphy. Concurrently, the 2026 China-ltaly Cultural Dialogue
was held in Rome and Florence, showcasing ICH works including Shanghai bamboo silk weaving, Shanghai-style embroidered
balls, Guizhou ethnic embroidery and enamelware.
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Sources. www . people.com.cn, www . cn.chinadaily.com.cn, www.chinanews.com.cn, www . Xinhuanet.com
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Georgian wheat culture: traditions and rituals
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Georgian wheat culture involves a set of practices and rituals based on the cultivation and use of local varieties of endemic wheat.
It also encompasses the use of related objects, such as traditional labour tools, stone mills and hand-made bread ovens. For
the practising communities, endemic wheat is a symbol of life, growth and abundance. Families and communities follow specific
customs for planting and harvesting, reserving the wheat for special occasions such as ritual meals and religious holidays. Key
moments include the first ploughing during the spring or fall equinox and a community feast at harvest time, when people come
together to celebrate with food, music and shared rituals. Wheat culture is a unifying factor that promotes cooperation, hospitality
and respect. The tradition of baking and sharing ritual bread is ingrained in the cultural fabric of the community and remains a symbol
of prosperity and fertility. Men usually manage the fieldwork while women care for the wheat stock and bake breads for ceremonies.
The related knowledge and skills are passed on through hands-on participation during family and community events such as births,
weddings and funerals. Educational and research organizations also help preserve local wheat varieties and share knowledge.

A~ 2025, Georgia
#  Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity
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Sustainable Development in the context of the 2003 Convention
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The concept of “sustainable development” is at the heart of the Convention, which explicitly mentions that “for the purposes of
this Convention, consideration will be given solely to such intangible cultural heritage as is compatible with existing international
human rights instruments, as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of
sustainable development”.

Sustainable development, as defined by the Brundtland Commission (1987), is “development that meets the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs”. Sustainable development does not just mean
sustainable economic development of the people concerned: it involves the simultaneous pursuit of the interlinked goals of
economic prosperity, environmental quality and social equity.

(Refer to Participant’s Text Unit 3. Key Concepts in the Convention & Unit 8: Intangible Cultural Heritage and Sustainable Development, and www.

unesco.org)
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In this journal, under normal circumstances:

Intangible Cultural Heritage abbreviated as “ICH”;

The Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage abbreviated as “the Convention”;

The International Training Centre for Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Asia-Pacific Region under the auspices of UNESCO abbreviated as “CRIHAP”.
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